
      

SWANZEY PLANNING BOARD MEETING  
October 10, 2019 

 

AGENDA 
                               

The regular meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board will be held on Thursday, October 10, 
2019 at 6:00 p.m. at Whitcomb Hall, 17 Main Street, Swanzey. The agenda is as follows: 

 
A.   MINUTES of September 26, 2019 
 
B. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

1. Boundary Line Adjustment between Tax Map 34, Lots 1 and 2 at 620 and 628 Old 
Homestead Highway (Town Hall and Mt. Caesar Union Library) in the Residence 
District. 

 
C.   DISCUSSIONS/OTHER BUSINESS 
 

1. Moore Nanotechnology Systems Site Plan Approval Extension Request    

 2. Other business as may be required 
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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Swanzey Planning Board 
Meeting Minutes – September 26, 2019 

 
Note:  Draft Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by the Board. Review and approval of Minutes generally takes place at the next 
regularly scheduled meeting of the Board. 
 
The regular meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Glenn Page at 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, West Swanzey, NH.  Members present:  Glenn Page, Scott Self, Richard 
Sainsbury, Michael York, Ruth Snyder, Alternate Steve Malone and Selectmen’s representative Ken Colby. 
The Chair took the roll and read aloud the agenda for the meeting.  Page seated Malone for Johnson. 
 
Absent:  Alternate Jim McConnell, Jane Johnson 
 
Others Present:  Director of Planning and Economic Development Matthew Bachler, Matt Abbott, and Bill 
Gately representing the Junior Swamp Bats, Residents David Demers, Jeff Whelan and Jim Fennell, Fire 
Chief Norm Skantze, Samantha Landry and Crystal Warner 
 
Regional Impact: Board members considered whether any items on the agenda could be construed as 
having potential for regional impact. Motion was made by Self that there is no item on the agenda which 
can be construed to have potential for regional impact. There was a second by Sainsbury with no further 
discussion.  All were in favor. Motion passed.      
 
Minutes:   

Minutes from September 12, 2019 were considered. Motion was made by Sainsbury to approve the 
minutes of September 12, 2019. There was a second to the motion by York. All were in favor. 
Motion passed. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Multi-Tenant Application 
Junior Swamp Bats to operate in indoor baseball training facility at 2 South Winchester Street in the Village 
Business District at Tax Map 72, Lot 31. 
 
Public Hearing opened at 6:02 pm 
 
Discussion: Matt Abbott was present to discuss the request.  He said the facility will be used for training 
youth softball.  Most will be drop off service – up to 60 people expected at any given time. Some parents 
will remain. A total of 120 or so boys and girls participate. Good program for developing skills for baseball. 
Jim Fennell said the Swamp Bats have a good relationship with the Town. Page asked Fire Chief Skantze in 
regard to the safety of the site and Skantze said they have been working closely with the Swamp Bats 
organization and property owner and reviewing plans and so far they are in a good place.   
 
The Chair asked for any abutters to comment – Davis Demers said he lives right next to the mill and wanted 
to know what times they would be operating. Abbott said the latest would be about 8 pm.  He added that 
the bulk of activity occurs during cold months and would be after school. Demers said for a half hour or so 
when school gets out, there is a lot of traffic on South Winchester Street. Abbott said the young people 
need to go home and have supper and do homework before coming to the facility to there should be no 
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impact with regard to traffic.  A resident said he  lives right next to the school and he said he thought it is a 
good use of the facility and he is for it.  Abbott spoke about the access to bathrooms and the main egress 
was described.  
 
Public Hearing closed at 6:08 pm 
 

Motion was made by Snyder to approve the request of Junior Swamp Bats to operate in indoor 
baseball training facility at 2 South Winchester Street in the Village Business District at Tax Map 72, 
Lot 31 subject to approval from both Code and Fire departments. There was a second to the motion 
by Sainsbury and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Multi-Tenant Application 
Samantha Landry to operate a tattoo and piercing business at 135 Old Homestead Highway in the Business 
District at Tax Map 37, Lot 2. 
 
Public Hearing opened at 6:09 pm 
 
Discussion: Landry was presen to discuss her request with the Board. She will be operating out of an office 
building on Old Homestead Highway at the intersection with Aviation Way. This is a body art business.  
They are licensed to tattoo and pierce and right now only doing tattooing because of a lack of sink for 
piercing.  Landry said she has a partner that might take over the business should Landry move south.  She 
said she needs time to decide in the event the business takes off. 
 
Fire Department Inspector Matson has walked through the building said Bachler. Landry added that the 
Health Officer has been there and Code Enforcement Officer has been there. 
 
Page said any approval will be contingent upon Code and Fire approval.  Landry referred to some fire safety 
issues that need to be resolved like exit lighting. 
 
Snyder said approval should also be contingent on George Trahan completion of necessary changes to the 
building to the satisfaction of Code Enforcement and the Fire Department.  Crystal Warner was also present 
and spoke about her involvement in the business. 
 
Public Hearing closed at 6:14 pm 
 

Motion was made by Self to approve the request of Samantha Landry to operate a tattoo and 
piercing business at 135 Old Homestead Highway in the Business District at Tax Map 37, Lot 2 
subject to Code Enforcement and Fire Department Inspection approval. There was a second to the 
motion by Snyder and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Resignation of Jim McConnell 
Bachler said Jim McConnell will be stepping down as an Alternate member of the Board.   
 
Training Opportunity 
He also referred to an opportunity for training hosted by the City of Keene which will cover Planning Board 
rules. The training will be held Oct. 16th at 6 pm at Keene Ice facility on Marlborough Street. Bachler asked 
members to contact him if interested in attending. 
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Next Meeting:  October 10, 2019 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn was made by Malone.  There was a second to the motion by Colby with all in favor. 
Motion passed.  Adjournment occurred at 6:17 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 
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Memorandum – Office of Planning & Economic Development 

TO:  Planning Board 

FROM: Matthew Bachler, Director of Planning & Economic Development 

DATE:  October 3, 2019 

RE:  Subdivision Application #19-005 
  Town Hall and Mt. Caesar Union Library Boundary Line Adjustment 
 
Mt. Caesar Union Library is planning to undertake renovations to their building and recently had 
their property surveyed. Through their research, the surveyor discovered some inconsistencies 
between the common property lines between Town Hall and the Library. To clarify these 
boundaries, the Town and the Library are seeking to complete a Boundary Line Adjustment that 
can be recorded with the Cheshire County Registry of Deeds.  
 
The proposal would impact the Library’s eastern and northern lot lines. Along the eastern 
property line, approximately 0.02 acres of land would be conveyed to the Town including a 
portion of land that the Town Hall septic system is currently located on. On the northern property 
line, approximately 0.04 acres of land would be conveyed to the Library including the 
embankment and a portion of the lawn area on the north side of the building. The proposed 
adjustment is further illustrated in the attached plan completed by Cardinal Surveying. The 
Library has also provided a narrative explanation of the proposal, included in the attachments.  
 
The following process for this proposed Boundary Line Adjustment has been followed as 
required by RSA 41-14a: 

• August 22nd: Received Planning Board recommendation  
• September 9th: Received Conservation Commission recommendation 
• September 11th: Board of Selectmen held first 41-14a Public Hearing  
• September 25th: Board of Selectmen held second 41-14a Public Hearing  

 
The Board of Selectmen is scheduled to consider approving the property acquisition and 
conveyance at their meeting on October 9th, pending approval of the Boundary Line Adjustment 
by the Planning Board.  
 

http://www.town.swanzey.nh.us/








PROPOSAL TO ADJUST and RECORD PROPERTY LINES BETWEEN  
SWANZEY TOWN HALL and MT. CAESAR UNION LIBRARY  

 
Background.  Mt. Caesar Union Library is undertaking a major renovation, 

to make upper floors of the building accessible under ADA code, and to introduce 
additional features bringing library functions into the twenty-first century.  The 
building has won a place on the NH Register of Historic Places, an architectural 
firm has been engaged (kcsArchitects), mechanical, electrical, and site 
engineering studies have been made.  Major grants have been solicited, and a 
public fund-raising campaign has been launched.  
 

Site research by Cardinal Survey reveals that the boundary lines in common 
between Town Hall and the Library have developed some inconsistencies and 
indeterminacies over the century-plus of contiguity. The surveyor recommends 
that the parties draw up an Agreement which would clarify the boundaries, and   
record that Agreement with the Cheshire County Registry of Deeds. 

 
It should be noted that the current footprint of the Mt. Caesar Union 

Library, according to Town of Swanzey Tax Maps, is miniscule: 0.34 Acre (TM #34, 
L2).  Its footprint is further encumbered by easements with the Town of Swanzey, 
recorded in 1993, enabling driveways on the east and south sides of the building 
to permit secondary access and egress for the Swanzey Center Fire Company; and 
also enabling the installation and servicing of the Town Hall sewage disposal 
system.  The leach field encroaches on, or overlaps, the eastern boundary-line of 
the library. Finally, the front driveway and yard of the library, like that of Town 
Hall, is almost entirely titled to the State of NH Department of Transportation, as 
part of the Right of Way of Old Homestead Highway (Rt. 32). 

 
The library survey notes that both the north and east boundary-lines, 

abutting the Town Hall lot, are problematic, as follows. 
 
East Line – The lot line is laid out, as depicted on the Cardinal Survey 

“Preliminary Boundary Plan,” on a true north (magnetic) bearing.  However, the 
installation of the septic system, apparently caused the granite posts to be re-set 
along the new Fire Department driveway, slightly west of true north.   Since all of 
this land is encumbered by the Agreement of 1993, the library is amenable to 
laying out a new line along the granite posts as they now appear, thereby 



forfeiting some 871 sq. feet. (0.02 acre).  This would reduce the library’s footprint 
yet further to 0.32 Acre. 

 
North Line – The boundary between Town Hall and the library’s northern 

line was the subject of some negotiation in 1993, when Selectmen proposed 
expanding the turn-around area in front of the Fire Department.  Library trustees 
rejected that proposal, however, and the resulting compromise is reflected on the 
ground today, but dimensions and bearings have not been recorded.  Retaining 
walls and landscaped embankment supports lawn area at the library, with two 25-
year maple trees and a granite bench currently situated on the subject parcel.  
The current proposal is to establish this boundary-line by Agreement, enabling 
the survey to be completed and recorded, and further enabling the library to 
proceed with permitting procedures for its project.  If the boundary were to be 
laid out along the edge of the existing asphalt driveway, it would add some 1,742 
sq. feet (0.04 acre), increasing the overall footprint to 0.36 acre.*   

 
Furthermore, may both parties agree that future adjustments may be made 

to their respective deeds and uses, insofar as both exist as not-for-profit entities 
with the sole purpose of providing public services, all the while endeavoring to 
respect the historical structures within which each function. 

 
*It is assumed that the Town of Swanzey will have reduced need for paved 

turning area on the south side of Town Hall, once the Center Fire Company has 
relocated to a new home. 
 

 
-Presented to Board of Selectmen, July 31, 2019, with the full support 
of the Board of Trustees, Mt. Caesar Library Association, Inc. 

 
 
 



 TOWN OF SWANZEY 
62 0 OLD HOMES TE AD HI GHWAY  

P.O. BOX 1 0 00 9 
SWANZEY, NH 0 3 4 4 6 -0 0 09 

TO WN H ALL (6 0 3 ) 3 5 2 -7 411 FAX (6 0 3 ) 3 52 -6 25 0 
W W W. TO WN.SWANZEY. N H.US 

 
 
 
 

TDD ACCESS: RELAY NH 1-800-735-2964 

Memorandum – Office of Planning & Economic Development 

TO:  Planning Board 

FROM: Matthew Bachler, Director of Planning & Economic Development 

DATE:  October 3, 2019  

RE:  Site Plan Review Extension – Moore Nanotechnology Systems, LLC 
 
The Planning Board approved a Site Plan Review application from Moore Nanotechnology 
Systems on December 13, 2018 for an approximate 21,800 square foot addition to their existing 
manufacturing facility at 230 Old Homestead Highway. Under the Planning Board’s Site Plan 
Review Regulations, active and substantial development of building is required to begin on the 
site within 12 months after the date of approval.  
 
On September 25, 2019, Moore Nanotechnology Systems submitted a letter to the Town 
requesting that its Site Plan approval be extended through December 31, 2020 to allow additional 
time to commence on this project. A copy of the letter is provided as an attachment along with 
the Notice of Decision for the Site Plan Review approval.  

http://www.town.swanzey.nh.us/
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Moore Nanotechnology Systems, LLC 
230 Old Homestead Highway 

Swanzey, NH 03446 USA 
Tel (603) 352 – 3030 

Fax (603) 352 – 3363 
 

sales@nanotechsys.com 
www.nanotechsys.com 

Ultra Precision Machining Systems  
 
 
 
 

            September 25, 2019 
 
From:  Moore Nanotechnology Systems 
To:      Town of Swanzey Planning Board 
 
Subject: Site Plan Extension 
 
On December 13, 2018, Moore Nanotechnology Systems submitted, at public hearing, a site plan for an 
approximate 21,800 square foot addition to our facility located at 230 Old Homestead Highway. 
 
The plan was reviewed and unanimously approved by the planning board, without concern from the community. 
We received the formal approval for one year, which included a stipulation that there must be active and 
substantial development shown within the year. 
 
Although our focus has been on business expansion, all investments in calendar year 2019 have been made in 
operational and employee (staffing) growth. Therefore, we respectively request that our site plan approval be 
extended through December of 2020 to allow additional time to work through expansion planning and logistics. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Thomas Dupell 
VP Operations 
 
    










